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Roses are red, 
Violets are blue, 

Someone loves you 
Here is a clue who: 

Read John 3:16 



“OF CROSSES AND RESURRECTIONS” 
 

    Last week (January 15-17) found me in the K.C. Metro area attending the 2019 edition of 
the Great Plains UMC’s Calling of the Orders – an annual continuing education event con-
vened this year on the Leawood campus of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrec-
tion  (Rez). This visit marked my first time of setting foot on the church’s grounds since the 
completion of their new $90,000,000 sanctuary.  As one might expect, investing some ninety-
million dollars yields an impressive building— in this case a sanctuary housing the world’s 
largest stained glass window. I didn’t walk away from this visit, however, with sanctuary envy 
or a sense that the Church of the Cross’ sanctuary is not adequate for our work. I did, 
though, walk away with a conviction that the name given this congregation at its founding 
(The Church of the Resurrection) is among the coolest church names in the world. 
 
   I mean, think about it. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very essence of what this faith 
we claim for ourselves is all about!   The resurrection of Jesus speaks loudly to God’s victory 
over all death, all sin, all that keeps God’s plans and dreams and wishes for the world and its 
inhabitants from being realized.  So yes, while the new sanctuary at Rez is something to be-
hold, the more impressive thing about this congregation, to me, is the name—the base 
identity— this group of folks claims for themselves.  
 
   But... before you get too concerned that I don’t love the congregation I serve and the 
name it wears—the Church of the Cross UMC (COC)—rest-assured in knowing that I firmly 
believe this name carries just as much freight as does our sister church to the east of us. Be-
cause without the cross – without Jesus’ crucifixion, without his going to the cross as part of 
his confrontation with the Roman empire and the self-serving religious leaders of his day— 
the Resurrection, God’s victory over these forces is merely a hope and a dream. 
 
    It’s no secret that there is a struggle going on in the 21st Century, particularly in the world 
of United Methodism. 2019, with its special General Conference this month in St. Louis repre-
sents a cross for our denomination.  It seems a foregone conclusion that the people known 
as United Methodists will come out of this Conference a changed people—a dead people 
or a resurrected people. But...I have to wonder; is this really the case?  
 

Especially, I wonder, will the Church of the Cross emerge as a different people in 2019? Time 
will tell, but I suspect things will not change much for us if we stay true to our mission of 
“being a caring community reaching out to transform lives through knowing, loving and 
serving God.” 
 



Be a Faithful Servant 
Being called to serve can mean many things.  

If you are called to utilize your spiritual gifts on Sunday mornings,  please 
sign up on the welcome center or online at www.signupgenius.com. 

Talk to Leesa if you need access to the online sign-up.         

We can't do it without you! 

     This year’s Calling of the Orders & Fellowship, coupled with my first visit to Rez’s sanctu-
ary, may well prove to be the most-memorable of my career (who knows, I’m still a young-
ish man, right?)  One thing, though, that ensures this meeting’s being indelibly etched on 
my mind’s memory slate came when the congregation of United Methodist clergy heard 
Bishop Reuben Saenz Jr. say, “2019 will not change us, it will reveal us. It will show forth who 
we really are.” As these words flowed past the Bishop’s lips a moan of recognition, rising 
from deep within the souls of the attendees, filled the sanctuary, while manifold heads nod-
ded in accord with these prophetic words. “2019 will not change us; it will reveal us...show 
forth who we really are.”  
 
   In a word of closing, I will remind myself and all who read these words, that Christians are, 
at our core, a resurrection people, a people who know that God’s victory is demonstrated 
on the cross and in the empty tomb of Easter. I will also remind all of us, borrowing the 
words of Bishop Saenz, “2019 will not change us, it will reveal us. It will show forth who we re-
ally are.” My hope and prayer is that 2019 will demonstrate to the world that we at COC 
are “a caring people,” a people “reaching out to transform lives,” a people who “know, 
love, and serve God” in everything we think, say and do.  
 
In the words of Charles Wesley, may 2019 be the year we live-into the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, as, “Soar we now where Christ hath led...Following our exalted Head...Made like Him, 
like Him [let us] rise...Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.” Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen and Amen! 
 

Pastor Loren 

Scout Sunday is February 10, 2019 



COC YOUTH NEWS ~ ~ From Robin’s Desk:      

February Youth Group: 
 
February 3rd: No Youth Group - Super Bowl 
February 10th: Movie Night (both groups will meet at 5:30) 
February 17th: Pop Topics- discrimination 
February 24th: Games! Games! Games! 

CAMP!!! 
 
Are you interested in going to church camp this summer? Camp Horizon has 
some really cool options, and Church of the Cross offers scholarships to help 
with the cost! Contact Robin if you would like more information!  
crabbypants23@yahoo.com 785-452-1782 



Please welcome  Mollie Purcell as the new Administrative Assistant at 
Church of the Cross. She previously worked at the Salina Journal for 15 
years in many positions, most recently as the sales and marketing 
manager for 17 newspapers in Kansas and Colorado. She is married to 
Ben and they have two children, Gage and Carter. Their family joined 
Church of the Cross in 2012. In Mollie’s spare time, she enjoys 
photography, spending time with her family and friends, and going to 
movies.  

The new office hours are 9a—1p Monday—Friday. Mollie’s email address 
is mollie.purcell@coc-salina.org.  

Welcome Mollie. 

SPRC 

ATTENTION HS Seniors & Current College Students!   
 
More details to follow with deadline and application form.    
Applicants from last year will receive an application directly.   
Questions or concerns: Text Rhonda Garcia 785-452-3486 



AND 
   CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

From the Desk of Layla Peppers~~ 

Bob & Tammy Conner 

Joyce Satterlee 

Steve Brown & Family 

Shirley S. 

Kay Rickard 

Love is in the air!  As corny as it might sound, I love the idea of Valentine’s 
Day.  A day set aside to tell the people that we love how much we love 
them.  I would love to see this type of care extended to every day of the 
year.  That makes me think of the verse - John 13:35; “This is how everyone 
will recognize that you are my disciples, when they see the love you have for 
one another.”  How amazingly different would the world that we live in look 
if that became the goal we strived for? 

This month in preschool, we will be learning about love, in fact our verse of 
the month is 1John 4:16 God is love!  We will also be learning about the col-
ors required to make the color pink, dental health, and loving our friends by 
exchanging Valentine’s cards. 

We will also start the process of pre-registration for next school year.  We will 
have forms out on the welcome center.  If you have a kiddo you would like 
to register, please have your form turned in by February 8th.  Our public en-
rollment will begin on February 21st at our open house, and we want to 
make sure that our church family gets into the class they prefer! 

 

Our Wednesday night programming is back from break!  We are learning 
about telling the world about Jesus.  



February 2019 
Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu F r i  Sat  

     1  
8a T .O.P .S .  
 

2  
A l l  Day Scouts  
Event  

3  
8 :30a Worsh ip  
9 :45a Sunday 
School  
11a Worsh ip  
5p Youth Group  
5 :15p Be l l s  

4  
1p P rayer  
Shawl  
5 :30p Worsh ip  
Min i s t ry  Team  

5 
8a T .O.P .S .  
6 :30p Scouts  
7p T rus tees  

6  
5 :30p Gratefu l  
Grub 
6p G.R .O.W.  

7  
10a TLC 

8  
8a T .O.P .S .  
5 :30p Night  To  
Sh ine  @ KWU 
 

9  
10a Gym Re-
served 

10  
Scout  Sunday  
8 :30a Worsh ip  
9 :45a Sunday 
School  
11a Worsh ip  
5p Youth Group  
5 :15p Be l l s  

11  
1p P rayer  
Shawl  
6p Angel  
Academy 
Board Meet ing  

12  
8a T .O.P .S .  
1 :30p UMW 
5p Out reach 
Team Meet ing  
6 :30p Scouts  

13  
5 :30p Gratefu l  
Grub 
6p G.R .O.W.  

14  
No School  
Conferences  
10a TLC 
 
Valent ine’s  
Day 
 

15  
No School  
Conferences  
8a T .O.P .S .  

16  
8a K iwani s  
Pancake Feed 
10a Gym Re-
served 

17  
8 :30a Worsh ip  
9 :45a Sunday 
School  
11a Worsh ip  
5p Youth Group  
5 :15p Be l l s  
 
 

18  
1p P rayer  
Shawl  
 

19  
8a T .O.P .S .  
5 :30p Secur i ty  
Team Meet ing  
6 :30p Scouts  

20  
5 :30p Gratefu l  
Grub 
6p G.R .O.W.  

21  
10a TLC 
4 :30p Angel  
Academy 
Open House & 
Enro l lment  
6 :30p Scouts  
Commit tee 
Meet ing  

22  
8a T .O.P .S .  

23  
10a Gym Re-
served 

24  
8 :30a Worsh ip  
9 :45a Sunday 
School  
11a Worsh ip  
12p A l l  Church 
Pot luck  
5p Youth Group  
5 :15p Be l l s  

25  
1p P rayer  
Shawl  
 

26  
8a T .O.P .S .  
6 :30p Scouts  

27  
5 :30p Gratefu l  
Grub 
6p G.R .O.W.  

28  
10a TLC 

  

5P   PRAYER VIGIL    5P 



February 2019   Birthdays 
Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu F r i  Sat  

     1  
 
Mike  
F rank l in  
 
Mar iAnn 
Gies  
 
Kaden L loyd  

2  

3  4  5  6  
 
Mart i  
H igdon 

7  
 
Jaxton 
K i tchener  
 
Jef f  Wel l s  

8  
 
T ie r ra  
Johnson 
 
Chuck 
Nor thup 

9  
 
Ber t  Kerns  
 
Ka lene Pau l  

10  
 
Mason  
Lock lear  

11  
 
J im Cates  
 
Amber  
K i tchener  

12  13  14  
 
N icholas  
Hami l ton 

15  
 
Rober ta 
B lake ley  
 
Ron Gei s t  
 
Gary   
Hard ing 

16  

17  
 
Ani ta  
L inenberger  

18  
 
Margaret  
C lark  
 
Nadine  
Henry  

19  20  
 
Karmel  
Spencer  

21  22  
 
Ty ler  Beck  
 
Kendale 
Paul  
 
Lor ie  Reed 

23  
 
Jonathan 
F raz ier  
 
Sandy Nor r i s  

24  25  26  
 
Kamdyn 
Johnson 
 
Maegen 
Stucky  

27  
 
Savannah 
Tu rner  

28    

Birthday Postcards 
are no longer being 

sent out.  



Total donations received from 65 Households is $325.55  
October 1, 2018—December 31, 2018 

Your participation in the Dillon's Community Rewards program continues to help COC.   
If you have not already designated Church of the Cross as your Community charity,  

we encourage you to do so.                                  
Log in to www.dillons.com and go to Community Rewards.     

COC’s organization number is XI722.   

CHURCH OF THE CROSS - Financial Summary December 31, 2018 
     

  2018 2017 

  Dec 
YTD  

Actual YTD Budget Prior YTD 
Income        

 Giving   $     27,899   $  308,362   $  310,000   $   304,154  
 Angel Academy Income         18,633      193,966      198,095        189,807  
 Other Income (Expense)          1,291        10,129          9,500         10,392  

Total Income        47,823      512,457      517,595        504,353  
         

Expenditures        
Ministerial & Staff        17,591      208,763      217,764        212,321  
Operating & Education          1,081        22,211        26,952         25,770  
Buildings & Grounds          5,660        56,991        55,000         58,691  
Conference Missions & Ministry               30        26,802        32,621         31,975  
         
 Angel Academy Expense         18,633      193,966      198,095        189,807  
 Unbudgeted Expenses                -               222             250              305  
                -                 -        

Total Expenditures        42,995      508,955      530,682        518,869  
         

Excess of Receipts Over (Under)  
    Expenditures & Transfers  $      4,828   $     3,502   $  (13,087)  $    (14,516) 
\        

 Unpaid Bills     $          -        
         
 Cash & Investments Balances:         

 General Fund    $17,590      
 Restricted/Designated Funds    $178,592      
 Memorial Funds    $16,090      

 Trustee Building Fund    $32,008      
 Total Cash & Investments     $  244,280      
          



United Methodist Church of the Cross 
1600 Rush 
Salina, Ks  67401 

Phone: 785-825-5170 
Fax-785-825-0510 

  E-mail: coc@coc-salina.org 
  Web-site:  www.coc-salina.org 

Do you shop online with Amazon? 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

Grateful Grub—5:30PM—6:15PM 

G.R.O.W.—6:15PM 

Small Groups—6:15PM 

Youth Bible Study—6:15PM 


